Cytotec (misoprostol).
NSAIDs have been associated with gastric ulcers and life-threatening complications, including hemorrhage and perforation. Cytotec (misoprostol) is the only drug approved for the prevention of NSAID-induced gastric ulcers. The administration of Cytotec represents benefits, particularly to an elderly population in which the usage trend of NSAIDs is increasing and the induced gastric injury is often silent. The nurse must have an adequate knowledge of this medication in order to provide patients receiving this drug with appropriate patient instruction.